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From Associate Director
Office of Administration and Management IHS. __

Subject SGM 89-1 - Certifying Officers Roles and Responsibilities.

Associate Directors, Indian Health Service
To Area Directors, Indian Health Service

Service Unit Directors, Indian Health Service.

The attached Special General Memorandum (SGM) 89-1 is being transmitted to you

for your immediate distribution to each office within your organization.

Please post SGM 89-1 where public information is posted.



Date APR 27 1989

From Director SGM 89-1

Subject Certifying Officers Roles and Responsibilities

To Area Directors
Indian Health Service'

This memorandum is to remind you of the important role and responsibilities of
the Certifying Officers of public funds within the Indian Health Service
(IHS). Certifying Officers that certify vouchers upon which a disbursement of
public funds is made must provide a most important defense against possible
waste, fraud and abuse. The IHS Area Directors must assure that the
Certifying Officers are allowed to operate independently and free from fear of
reprisals when carrying out their responsibilities and efforts to protect
government funds.

The Official authority to designate Certifying Officers has been delegated to
the Director, Division of Fiscal Services
Administration.

Health Resources and Services
I have attached a copy of Certifying Officers, Your Role,

Duties and Responsibilities" as a guidance document issued by this office.

In addition,
officers

IHS employees (contracting officers, financial management
, personnel officers, etc.) who have specific administrative authority

will not be inhibited or discouraged by higher level officials from performing
their official duties in accordance with relevant laws, regulations and
policies.

Please address any concerns or questions regarding this policy to
Mr. Milburn H. Roach, Associate Director, Office of Administration and
Management on FTS-443-7493.

Rhoades, M.D.
Surgeon General
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